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CHAPTER 1

Introduction
Following are the new features in this release of Flare.
For more information about each feature discussed in this manual, open the online Help and refer to
the "What's New" topic. Links are provided in some feature descriptions, taking you to topics that
contain additional information and steps.
"Code Snippets" on page 4
n

Create and insert code in dozens of languages

n

Syntax highlighting occurs automatically

n

Users can quickly copy code

"Collapsing and Expanding Tags in the XML Editor" on page 18
n

Use arrows, context menu, or shortcuts to expand and collapse blocks of content

n

Makes it easier to view and find content in long topics

n

Enable or disable expand/collapse arrows

"Find and Replace Enhancements" on page 21
n

First result per file option moved

n

Better performance

CHAPTER 1

3

CHAPTER 2

Code Snippets
Supported In:

You can create and insert code into documentation in dozens of languages. The syntax is
automatically highlighted according to the language, similar to text editors such as Sublime Text
and Notepad++. In HTML5 output, users can click a Copy button, then paste the code into a thirdparty editor.
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This chapter discusses the following:
How to Create and Insert Code Snippets
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How to Edit the Content for Code Snippets

12

How to Edit the Styles for Code Snippets

13
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How to Create and Insert Code
Snippets
1. Place your cursor in an empty paragraph.
2. Select Insert > Code Snippet.
3. On the left side of the Code Editor, enter or paste code.
4. (Optional) On the right side of the editor, complete any of the options.
n

Caption Enter a caption (or title) for the code snippet.
l
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Position Select whether to place the caption above or below the code.
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l
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Repeat If you select "Repeat," the caption will be displayed where page breaks are
encountered in print-based output (except Microsoft Word).
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n

Language Select the code language. The code will be formatted appropriately, with
syntax highlighting.
If you select "(inherit)," the code uses whichever language is selected for the
MadCap|codeSnippetBody style (the default setting is "PlainText"). So if you change the
setting to a specific language, that language will automatically be used when you first
insert a new code snippet. You can also create classes of that style and assign different
languages to those classes.
EXAMPLE In your stylesheet, you create a class of the style
MadCap|codeSnippetBody, naming it "CSS." Then you create another class and
name it "JavaScript."
On the "CSS" class you set the mc-code-lang property to CSS.
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And on the "JavaScript" class, you set the mc-code-lang property to JavaScript.

When you insert a new code snippet containing CSS, you leave the Language
field set to (inherit). Initially, the code displays as plain text. But after you apply
the CSS style class to MadCap|codeSnippetBody, the syntax highlighting
automatically changes to show the formatting appropriate for CSS.
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You insert another snippet containing JavaScript. This time you apply the
JavaScript style class to MadCap|codeSnippetBody. The syntax highlighting
changes for formatting appropriate for JavaScript.

n

Line Numbers Select this to include line numbers to the left of each line of code.
l
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Starting Number Enter the number for the first line of code shown.
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Continuous Select this if you are inserting multiple code snippets with line numbers,
and you want the numbering to continue from one code snippet to the other, rather
than starting over.

l

NOTE If you enter a starting number and select Continuous, the number
entered in the first field is ignored. The continuous setting has precedence.
5. Click OK.
6. Click
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to save your work.
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How to Edit the Content for Code
Snippets
1. Right-click the code snippet where it has been inserted, then select Edit Code Snippet.
2. In the Code Editor, you can change the text on the left side. You can also adjust any of the
fields on the right side.
3. Click OK.
4. Click
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to save your work.
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How to Edit the Styles for Code
Snippets
1. Open the stylesheet that you want to modify.
2. In the local toolbar, make sure the first button displays

. If the button displays

instead, then click it.
3. In the upper-left of the editor, make sure the drop-down field is set to
.
4. On the left side of the editor, find and select one of the following styles, depending on what
you want to accomplish.
n
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MadCap|codeSnippet This controls the look of the entire code snippet block. Common
changes you might make to this style are the border, background, or padding.
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n
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MadCap|codeSnippetBody This controls the look of the code text, as well as the line
numbers and vertical border to the right of the numbers. Modifying most properties is
straightforward; however, if you want the numbers to be different from the rest of the
text (online outputs only), you might need to create a complex (or advanced) selector
called "pre span" and change the properties for that.
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n

MadCap|codeSnippetCaption This controls the look of the caption used for the code
snippet.

n

MadCap|codeSnippetCopyButton This controls the look of the copy button link that can
be added to code snippets for HTML5 output. If you want to change the word "Copy" to
something else, you can edit the mc-label property.
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5. From the Show drop-down list on the upper-right side of the editor, select
. The most relevant properties for that style are shown on the
right side of the editor.

6. (Optional) You can use the toggle button in the local toolbar to show properties below in a
group view

or an alphabetical view

.

7. Locate the property you want to change.
There are a couple of MadCap-specific properties that are particularly relevant when editing
the look of code snippets:
n

mc-code-border Lets you control the look of the vertical border to the right of the
numbers (if they are included) in a code snippet. Typically, this would be associated
with the MadCap|codeSnippetBody style, or a class of it.

n

mc-code-lang Lets you select the coding language to be used by default with the
associated style. Typically, this would be associated with the
MadCap|codeSnippetBody style, or a class of it.
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8. The area to the right of the property is used for selecting and entering values. If you know how
to enter the information correctly, you can click in the value field and type it
directly. Otherwise, click the ellipsis button
to the right of the property. Depending on the
type of property, the appropriate controls and options display, allowing you to choose or enter
values (e.g., select from a drop-down list, click a button, complete fields in a dialog or
popup). If you completed values in a popup, click OK at the bottom of the box.
NOTE If you switch the Show drop-down list to another filter (e.g., Show: All
Properties), you can edit additional properties.

9. Click
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to save your work.
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CHAPTER 3

Collapsing and Expanding Tags
in the XML Editor
When working in the XML Editor, you can now collapse or expand tags (i.e., chunks of content) to
make it easier to view and find content in long topics. With this feature, you can expand or collapse
virtually any block level content.
This chapter discusses the following:
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How to Collapse and Expand Tags
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How to Enable or Disable the Expand/Collapse Arrows
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What’s Noteworthy?
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How to Collapse and Expand Tags
1. In the XML Editor, hover to the left of a heading, paragraph, drop-down, snippet, image, table,
etc.
2. Click the angled arrow .
You also have the option of right-clicking the content or structure bar and selecting Collapse,
or placing the cursor on the content and pressing ALT+SHIFT+C.
If you collapse a heading (determined by the mc-heading-level property), all the content under
it is also collapsed, down to another heading of the same or a higher level.
When a block of content is collapsed, the arrow points to the right and remains whether you
hover over it or not. Also, an ellipsis icon
displays at the bottom of the related structure
bar, as well as under the content.

3. Click the right arrow to expand the content.
You also have the option of right-clicking the content or structure bar and selecting Expand, or
placing the cursor on the content and pressing ALT+SHIFT+C.

NOTE You can expand or collapse all blocks of content by clicking
the local toolbar.
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How to Enable or Disable the
Expand/Collapse Arrows
Do one of the following:
n

At the bottom of the XML Editor, click

.

n

On the local toolbar of the XML Editor, click the down arrow of the Show tags button
Then select Expand/Collapse.

.

What’s Noteworthy?
NOTE The collapsed state does not persist when you switch between the XML Editor and
Text Editor, or when you switch between mediums.

NOTE When you collapse a tag that has nested content, that content will also collapse.

NOTE If you collapse a heading and then delete or move it, all content collapsed under that
heading is also deleted or moved.

NOTE The arrows are tied to the structure bars. If the bars are enabled, the arrows can be
enabled. If the bars are disabled, the arrows are disabled.
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CHAPTER 4

Find and Replace
Enhancements
The following changes have been made to the Find and Replace feature:
n

First result per file This option has been moved to a toggle button in the Find Results window
pane.

n

Performance You might discover that the performance of the Find and Replace feature is
improved.
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APPENDIX

PDFs
The following PDFs are available for download from the online Help.
Contributor Workflow Guide
Getting Started Guide
Review Workflow Guide
Shortcuts Guide
What's New Guide
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