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CHAPTER 1

Introduction
Welcome to the Flare Tripane and PDF Tutorial. This tutorial focuses on the various features of the
Tripane and PDF Advanced project template in Flare.
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The Tripane and PDF Advanced project template in Flare contains several starter topics and other
files. It has been designed to maximize single-sourcing capabilities, allowing you to produce both
online and print-based output from the same files and content. Several features have been included
that you might use in online output, others that you might use in print output, and still others that are
useful in both. This template starts you out with an HTML5 target and a skin that has responsive output. This means the content display changes automatically depending on the width of the screen.
The online output is displayed in a tripane format (navigation pane, toolbar pane, content pane). The
template also includes multiple PDF targets for generating user guides with different content in different sizes; some with crop and registration marks set, some without. You can add other kinds of
targets if you like.
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CHAPTER 2

Autonumbers
In this template, we used autonumbers for chapter titles, figures captions, and table captions.
Although autonumbers are used mostly for print-based output, we also used an autonumber format
(without a number) for note elements in both online and print output.
This chapter discusses the following:
Chapter Numbers
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Figure Numbers

19

Table Numbers

27

Note Elements

34
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Chapter Numbers
This section describes how chapter numbers were created in the template for PDF output.
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1. Do one of the following:

USE THE STYLESHEET EDITOR (BEGINNERS)
a. Open a stylesheet and select the following:
n

At the top of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the Medium drop-down and select print.
NOTE: We specified these settings in the print medium of our stylesheet,
because the autonumber on the h1 style is intended only for our
PDF output, not for our online output. Other settings are specified for this
style in the default medium, and they are therefore applied to online output.

n

In the local toolbar, make sure the first button displays
ton displays

n

. If the but-

instead, then click it.

In the upper-left corner of the editor, click in the drop-down field and select
.

n

On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the h1 style.

n

From the Show drop-down list on the upper-right side of the editor, select
.

n

In the local toolbar, click

(if the properties are shown in grouped view). The but-

ton changes to
, and the view of the properties on the right changes from
groups to an alphabetical list.

CHAPTER 2

9

b. On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
n

color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type BED230 (or choose
another color if you want). Then click OK.

n

font-family Set it to Century Gothic.

n

font-size Set it to 22pt.

n

line-height Set it to 24pt.

n

margin-bottom Set it to 20px.

n

margin-left Set it to 0.

n

mc-auto-number-class Enter ChapAutoNum.

n

mc-auto-number-format Enter CH:CHAPTER {chapnum}. (You can also click
and select the commands to build the format.)
NOTE: The mc-auto-number-format property is the one that allows the
style to automatically display the proper chapter number, rather than forcing us to type it manually. The ChapAutoNum class is the style that
makes the autonumber large with a different color than the actual h1 text.
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n

padding-left Set it to 0.

n

padding-top Set it to 0.

c. In the upper-left corner of the editor, click in the drop-down field and select
.
d. On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the span style.
e. In the local toolbar, click Add Selector.
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f. In the Class Name field, type ChapAutoNum and click OK.

The new class is added under the parent span style.

NOTE: You do not need to give the class this exact name. The important thing is
that it matches whatever you entered in the mc-auto-number-class field for the
h1 style. In our case, this was ChapAutoNum.
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g. With the ChapAutoNum class selected on the left side of the editor, go to the right side
and set the following properties:
n

color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type 3E3E3E (or choose
another color if you want). Then click OK.

n

font-family Set it to Century Gothic.

n

font-size Set it to 90pt.

n

letter-spacing Set it to -1px.

h. Click

CHAPTER 2

to save your work.
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GET THE CSS (ADVANCED USERS)
Enter this in the print medium in the stylesheet:
h1
{
color: #bed230;
font-family: 'Century Gothic';
font-size: 22pt;
line-height: 24pt;
margin-bottom: 20px;
margin-left: 0;
mc-auto-number-class: ChapAutoNum;
mc-auto-number-format: 'CH:CHAPTER {chapnum} ';
padding-left: 0;
padding-top: 0;
}
span.ChapAutoNum
{
color: #3E3E3E;
font-family: 'Century Gothic';
font-size: 90pt;
letter-spacing: -1px;
}

NOTE: The mc-auto-number-format property is the one that allows the style to automatically display the proper chapter number, rather than forcing us to type it manually. The ChapAutoNum class is the style that makes the autonumber large with a
different color than the actual h1 text. You do not need to give the class this exact
name. The important thing is that it matches whatever you entered in the mc-autonumber-class field for the h1 style. In our case, this was ChapAutoNum.
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2. Whenever you create print-based output, you need an "outline TOC," which is basically a Flare
TOC file (.fltoc) with links to all of the topics you want to include in the output. In the Project
Organizer, create the outline TOCs that you want to use for print-based output. For steps on
creating a TOC (i.e., outline TOC) manually, see the online Help.
In the Tripane and PDF Advanced template, we created the following four outline TOCs:
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3. In each of your outline TOCs, add links to topics wherever you want a new chapter to begin.
Each of these topics starts with content that has an h1 style applied to it.

NOTE: You don't need to worry about all of the other topics in the outline TOC that
also start with an h1 style. That's because we've configured our PDF targets to generate the TOC depth, automatically adjusting these headings in the output to use the
h2 style. To do this, open the PDF target, select the Advanced tab, and choose Use
TOC depth for heading levels.

NOTE: You might notice in the Tripane and PDF Advanced project template that the
TOC entries have blue text. This means that they are using a system variable, which
keeps the TOC outline label and the topic title in sync. However, in the example
above, we replaced these variables with our own text. We did this because keeping
labels and topic titles in sync can bee important for online output, but it isn’t important for print-based output (because the TOC acts only as an outline and therefore the
labels are for your internal use only). By typing our own text for these labels, it helps
us internally to see where certain chapters are set to begin.
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4. On each TOC entry that you want to be the start of a new chapter, apply a chapter break and
associate it with a page layout. To do this, click on an entry in the TOC, press F4, select the
Printed Output tab, and complete the Break Type and Page Layout fields.
We did this to the four TOC entries mentioned in the previous step. For more information see
the online Help.
5. And finally, because your TOC entries are linked to a topic that is using a chapter autonumber,
you need to give Flare a little more information so that the correct numbers are shown. This is
done on the Auto-numbers tab of the TOC Properties dialog. For more information see the
online Help.
For the first chapter number TOC entry (the one we labeled "CH 1"), we did this:
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For the other three entries (CH 2, CH 3, CH 4), we did this:

6. Click

CHAPTER 2

to save your work.
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Figure Numbers
This section describes how figure numbers were created in the template.
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1. Do one of the following:

USE THE STYLESHEET EDITOR (BEGINNERS)
a. Open a stylesheet and select the following:
n

At the top of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the Medium drop-down and select print.
NOTE: We specified these settings in the print medium of our stylesheet,
because these autonumbers are used only in our PDF output, not in our
online output.

n

In the local toolbar, make sure the first button displays
ton displays

n

. If the but-

instead, then click it.

In the upper-left corner of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the drop-down field and
select

.

n

On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the p style.

n

From the Show drop-down list on the upper-right side of the editor, select
.

n

In the local toolbar, click

(if the properties are shown in grouped view). The but-

ton changes to
, and the view of the properties on the right changes from
groups to an alphabetical list.
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b. In the local toolbar, click Add Selector.
c. In the Class Name field, type Figure and click OK.
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The new class is added under the parent p style.

NOTE: You do not need to give the class this exact name. You can choose any
name you want.
d. With the Figure class selected on the left side of the editor, go to the right side and set
the following properties:
n

color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type 404040 (or choose
another color if you want). Then click OK.

n

font-style Set it to italic.

n

margin-left Set it to 10px.

n

mc-auto-number-class Enter FigureNum.

n

mc-auto-number-format Enter CF:Figure {chapnum}-{n+}. (You can also click
and select the commands to build the format.)
NOTE: The mc-auto-number-format property is the one that allows the
style to automatically display the proper figure number, rather than forcing
us to type it manually. The FigureNum class is the style that gives the
autonumber a different font color and style than the actual figure caption
text.
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NOTE: Notice the CF prefix in the autonumber format. As you will see, the
table autonumber style also has a prefix labeled CT. This is necessary to
keep the numbering sequences separate. Otherwise, you might end up
with a chapter that has three images and three tables where the numbering goes like this: Figure 1-1, Figure 1-2, Table 1-3, Figure 1-4, Table 1-5,
Table 1-6. That's not what you want. What you want is this: Figure 1-1, Figure 1-2, Table 1-1, Figure 1-3, Table 1-2, Table 1-3.

n

padding-bottom Set it to 10px.

e. In the upper-left corner of the editor, click in the drop-down field and select
.
f. On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the span style.
g. In the local toolbar, click Add Selector.
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h. In the Class Name field, type FigureNum and click OK.

The new class is added under the parent span style.

NOTE: You do not need to give the class this exact name. The important thing is
that it matches whatever you entered in the mc-auto-number-class field for the
p.Figure style. In our case, this was FigureNum.
i. With the FigureNum class selected on the left side of the editor, go to the right side and
set the following properties:
n

color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type BED230 (or choose
another color if you want). Then click OK.

n

font-style Set it to normal.

j. Click

CHAPTER 2

to save your work.
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GET THE CSS (ADVANCED USERS)
Enter this in the print medium in the stylesheet:
p.Figure
{
color: #404040;
font-style: italic;
mc-auto-number-class: FigureNum;
mc-auto-number-format: 'CF:Figure {chapnum}-{n+} ';
margin-left: 10px;
padding-bottom: 10px;
}
span.FigureNum
{
color: #BED230;
font-style: normal;
}

NOTE: The mc-auto-number-format property is the one that allows the style to automatically display the proper figure number, rather than forcing us to type it manually.
The FigureNum class is the style that gives the autonumber a different font color and
style than the actual figure caption text. You do not need to give the class this exact
name. The important thing is that it matches whatever you entered in the mc-autonumber-class field for the p.Figure style. In our case, this was FigureNum.

NOTE: Notice the CF prefix in the autonumber format. As you will see, the table
autonumber style also has a prefix labeled CT. This is necessary to keep the numbering sequences separate. Otherwise, you might end up with a chapter that has
three images and three tables where the numbering goes like this: Figure 1-1, Figure
1-2, Table 1-3, Figure 1-4, Table 1-5, Table 1-6. That's not what you want. What you
want is this: Figure 1-1, Figure 1-2, Table 1-1, Figure 1-3, Table 1-2, Table 1-3.
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2. Whenever you insert an image, type whatever figure caption text you want on a paragraph
after the image. Then apply your style (e.g., p.Figure) to that paragraph.
3. Click

CHAPTER 2

to save your work.
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Table Numbers
This section describes how table numbers were created in the template.
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1. Do one of the following:

USE THE STYLESHEET EDITOR (BEGINNERS)
a. Open a stylesheet and select the following:
n

At the top of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the Medium drop-down and select print.
NOTE: We specified these settings in the print medium of our stylesheet,
because these autonumbers are used only in our PDF output, not in our
online output.

n

In the local toolbar, make sure the first button displays
ton displays

n

. If the but-

instead, then click it.

In the upper-left corner of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the drop-down field and
select

.

n

On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the p style.

n

From the Show drop-down list on the upper-right side of the editor, select
.

n

In the local toolbar, click

(if the properties are shown in grouped view). The but-

ton changes to
, and the view of the properties on the right changes from
groups to an alphabetical list.
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b. In the local toolbar, click Add Selector.
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c. In the Class Name field, type TableCaption and click OK.

The new class is added under the parent p style.

NOTE: You do not need to give the class this exact name. You can choose any
name you want.
d. With the TableCaption class selected on the left side of the editor, go to the right side and
set the following properties:

CHAPTER 2
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color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type 404040 (or choose
another color if you want). Then click OK.

n

font-style Set it to italic.

30

n

mc-auto-number-class Enter TableNum.

n

mc-auto-number-format Enter CT:Table {chapnum}-{n+}. (You can also click
and select the commands to build the format.)
NOTE: The mc-auto-number-format property is the one that allows the
style to automatically display the proper table number, rather than forcing
us to type it manually. The TableNum class is the style that gives the
autonumber a different font color and style than the actual table caption
text.

n

padding-bottom Set it to 0.

n

padding-top Set it to 12px.

e. In the upper-left corner of the editor, click in the drop-down field and select
.
f. On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the span style.
g. In the local toolbar, click Add Selector.
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h. In the Class Name field, type TableNum and click OK.

The new class is added under the parent span style.

NOTE: You do not need to give the class this exact name. The important thing is
that it matches whatever you entered in the mc-auto-number-class field for the
p.TableCaption style. In our case, this was TableNum.
i. With the TableNum class selected on the left side of the editor, go to the right side and
set the following properties:
n

color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type BED230 (or choose
another color if you want). Then click OK.

n

font-style Set it to normal.

j. Click

CHAPTER 2

to save your work.
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GET THE CSS (ADVANCED USERS)
Enter this in the print medium in the stylesheet:
p.TableCaption
{
color: #404040;
font-style: italic;
mc-auto-number-class: TableNum;
mc-auto-number-format: 'CT:Table {chapnum}-{n+} ';
padding-bottom: 0;
padding-top: 12px;
}
span.TableNum
{
color: #bed230;
font-style: normal;
}
2. Whenever you insert a table, type whatever table caption text you want in a paragraph before
the table. Then apply your style (e.g., p.TableCaption) to that paragraph.

WHY NOT USE THE TABLE CAPTION FEATURE IN THE TABLE PROPERTIES?
There is an option in the Table Properties dialog that lets you specify a caption for a table. And
you can use the caption style to apply an autonumber to it. We could have done that instead
of adding a special paragraph above the table. The main reason we chose to use the paragraph instead of the caption style has to do with rounded corners on the table. Different
browsers treat captions differently on tables. Some browsers consider the caption part of the
table, and others don't. So if you apply rounded borders to a table like we did, some browsers
may put the caption within those rounded borders, and we didn't want that.
3. Click

CHAPTER 2

to save your work.
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Note Elements
This section describes the autonumbering for note elements in the template. We created a class of
the div style to hold our note content. That way it is easier to have notes that contain a single paragraph or many. In addition to that, we created a generic class that we apply to the first paragraph in
a note. This is where the autonumber is applied.
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1. Do one of the following:

USE THE STYLESHEET EDITOR (BEGINNERS)
a. Open a stylesheet and select the following:
n

At the top of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the Medium drop-down and select
default.
NOTE: We specified most these settings in the default medium of our
stylesheet, because this is a case where we want to use autonumbering to
automatically apply one word ("Note:") at the beginning of note elements
so that we don't have to type it each time. These note elements are used in
both online and PDF output, so we needed to set the style on the default
medium, ensuring it would be used for both kinds of output. However, there
is one setting that we want to be used only for print-based output, so later
in these steps we will switch to the print medium and choose that setting.

n

In the local toolbar, make sure the first button displays
ton displays

n

. If the but-

instead, then click it.

In the upper-left corner of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the drop-down field and
select

.

n

Make sure Hide Inherited is not selected.

n

On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the div style.

n

From the Show drop-down list on the upper-right side of the editor, select
.

n

In the local toolbar, click

(if the properties are shown in grouped view). The but-

ton changes to
, and the view of the properties on the right changes from
groups to an alphabetical list.
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b. In the local toolbar, click Add Selector.
c. In the Class Name field, type note and click OK.
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The new class is added under the parent div style.

NOTE: You do not need to give the class this exact name. You can choose any
name you want.
d. With the note class selected on the left side of the editor, go to the right side and set the
following properties:

CHAPTER 2
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background-color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type 47484A
(or choose another color if you want). Then click OK.

n

background-image Click
. The Insert Image dialog opens. Find and select an
image you want to use. This is the image that displays in the upper-left corner of
the note. In our template, we selected an image called "NoteIcon.png" that we
stored in the Resources/Images subfolder of the Content Explorer.

n

background-repeat Set it to no-repeat.

n

border Set it to solid 1px #404040.

n

border-radius Set it to 6px.

n

color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type B3B3B3 (or choose
another color if you want). Then click OK.
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n

margin-top Set it to 10px.

n

padding-bottom Set it to 10px.

n

padding-left Set it to 40px.

n

padding-right Set it to 10px.

n

padding-top Set it to 10px.

e. In the local toolbar, click Add Selector.
f. Remove the text from the HTML Element field.
g. In the Class Name field, type noteInDiv and click OK.

NOTE: By clearing the HTML Element field, you are creating a generic style
class. This means it can be applied to any parent style. In our notes, this is usually
a paragraph, but it could be something else.
The new class is added under the (Generic Classes) section. You need to change the filter to All Styles to see it.
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NOTE: You do not need to give the class this exact name. You can choose any
name you want.
h. With the noteInDiv class selected on the left side of the editor, go to the right side and set
the following:
n

mc-auto-number-format Enter {b}{color #BED230}Note: {/color}{/b}. (You can also
click

and select the commands to build the format.)

NOTE: The mc-auto-number-format property is the one that allows the
style to automatically display the word "Note" in color before the first paragraph in a note element, rather than forcing us to type it manually.
i. At the top of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the Medium drop-down and select print.
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j. On the left side of the editor, select the div.note style class.

k. On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
n

l. Click

CHAPTER 2

padding-bottom Set it to 20px.
to save your work.
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GET THE CSS (ADVANCED USERS)
Enter this in the default medium in the stylesheet:
div.note
{
background-color: #47484A;
background-image: url('../Images/NoteIcon.png');
background-repeat: no-repeat;
border: solid 1px #404040;
border-radius: 6px;
color: #B3B3B3;
margin-top: 10px;
padding-bottom: 10px;
padding-left: 40px;
padding-right: 10px;
padding-top: 10px;
mc-auto-number-format: '{b}{color #bed230}Note: {/color}
{/b}';
}
.noteInDiv
{
mc-auto-number-format: '{b}{color #BED230}Note: {/color}
{/b}';
}

NOTE: You do not need to give the classes these names. You can choose any names
you want.

NOTE: The mc-auto-number-format property is the one that allows the style to automatically display the word "Note" in color before the first paragraph in a note element,
rather than forcing us to type it manually.
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NOTE: The image file shown for the p.note style (NoteIcon.png) is one that we placed
in the Resources/Images folder in our template. You can add an image with a different name and point to it instead.
Enter this in the print medium in the stylesheet:
div.note
{
padding-bottom: 20px;
}
2. Apply the styles to the relevant content:
a. In your topic or snippet file, select the content to be included in the note (e.g., paragraphs, images, lists).
b. Press the Tab key. The Create Group dialog opens.
c. Select div.note and click OK.

d. Click in the first paragraph or piece of content in the note.

CHAPTER 2

42

e. Select the Home ribbon. Then in the Styles section, click the Style drop-down and choose
.noteInDiv. Generic classes display before other styles, so this should be near the top of
the drop-down.

3. Click

to save your work.

For more information about autonumbers and editing them, see the online Help.
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CHAPTER 3

Cross-References
When it comes to creating internal links in a project (e.g., links from one topic to another), cross-references are preferred over hyperlinks. That's because they're smarter and require much less maintenance. Hyperlinks are best for external links (e.g., to a website or PDF). We used cross-references
in this template to create links in a few different ways.
This chapter discusses the following:
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Topic Links in Online and PDF Outputs
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Index Page Numbers for PDF Outputs

53
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Topic Links in Online and PDF Outputs
We wanted links from one topic to another in the online output to look like this:
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We didn't want the same look for the cross-references when we generated the PDFs. Instead, we
wanted them to look like this:
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1. Do one of the following:

USE THE STYLESHEET EDITOR (BEGINNERS)
a. Open a stylesheet and select the following:
n

At the top of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the Medium drop-down and select
default (if it is not already open).
NOTE: The online output is going to use the default settings, so we'll deal
with that first. Then we'll switch to the print medium and modify settings
for the PDF output.

n

In the local toolbar, make sure the first button displays
ton displays

n

. If the but-

instead, then click it.

In the upper-left corner of the editor, click in the drop-down field and select
.

n

Make sure Hide Inherited is not selected.

n

On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the MadCap|xref style.

n

From the Show drop-down list on the upper-right side of the editor, select
.

n

In the local toolbar, click

(if the properties are shown in grouped view). The but-

ton changes to
, and the view of the properties on the right changes from
groups to an alphabetical list.

CHAPTER 3

47

b. On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, scroll down in the list of properties and set the
following:
n

color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type 2D8DCC (or choose
another color if you want). Then click OK.

n

font-weight Select bold.

n

mc-format Type {para}.
NOTE: There are lots of other formats that we could have created in this
dialog. But we liked {para} because it's simple and does just what we
want—displays the first text it finds in the file we point to, which is usually
the heading.

n

CHAPTER 3

text-decoration Select underline.
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c. Now you need to tell Flare what to do when someone hovers over the cross-reference. On
the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, expand the MadCap|xref style. Then under that,
expand (Pseudo Classes) and select hover.

d. On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
n

color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type BED230 (or choose
another color if you want). Then click OK.

e. That takes care of the settings for online output. Now for the PDFs. At the top of the
Stylesheet Editor, click in the Medium drop-down and select print.
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f. On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select MadCap|xref.

g. On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, scroll down in the list of properties and set the
following:
n

color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type 404040 (or choose
another color if you want). Then click OK.

n

font-weight Select normal.

n

mc-format Enter {quote}{para}{quote} {pageref}.

n

text-decoration Select none.
NOTE: We used the {pageref} command in the print medium because this creates a context-sensitive cross-reference. This means that the text in the link
automatically changes based on the relationship of the cross-reference and the
target location.

h. Click
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to save your work.

50

GET THE CSS (ADVANCED USERS)
Enter this in the default medium in the stylesheet:
MadCap|xref
{
color: #2D8DCC;
font-weight: bold;
mc-format: '{para}';
text-decoration: underline;
}
MadCap|xref:hover
{
color: #bed230;
}

NOTE: There are lots of other formats that we could have created in this dialog. But
we liked {para} because it's simple and does just what we want—displays the first text
it finds in the file we point to, which is usually the heading.
Enter this in the print medium in the stylesheet:
MadCap|xref
{
color: #404040;
font-weight: normal;
mc-format: '{quote}{para}{quote} {pageref}';
text-decoration: none;
}
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NOTE: We used the {pageref} command in the print medium because this creates a
context-sensitive cross-reference. This means that the text in the link automatically
changes based on the relationship of the cross-reference and the target location.
2. Whenever you insert a cross-reference, select the MadCap:xref style.
NOTE: You can also create classes of the MadCap:xref style. We just happened to
use the parent MadCap:xref style in this template.

3. Click
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to save your work.
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Index Page Numbers for PDF Outputs
We also used cross-references in a way that most people don't know about. We modified a cross-reference style that allowed us to control how the page numbers look in a PDF index. In this template,
we made the index page numbers light green.

One good thing about these cross-references is that Flare already provided us with the styles we
needed. All we had to do was modify the styles and apply them to the content.
1. Do one of the following:

USE THE STYLESHEET EDITOR (BEGINNERS)
a. Open a stylesheet and select the following:
n

At the top of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the Medium drop-down and select print.
NOTE: We specified these settings in the print medium of our stylesheet,
because this feature is designed for print-based outputs.

n

In the local toolbar, make sure the first button displays
ton displays

n

. If the but-

instead, then click it.

In the upper-left corner of the editor, click in the drop-down field and select
.

n

Make sure Hide Inherited is not selected.

n

On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, expand the MadCap|xref style.

n

From the Show drop-down list on the upper-right side of the editor, select
.
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n

In the local toolbar, click

(if the properties are shown in grouped view). The but-

ton changes to
, and the view of the properties on the right changes from
groups to an alphabetical list.

b. Under the MadCap|xref style, select the IndexPageNumber class.
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c. On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
n

d. Click

color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type BED230 (or choose
another color if you want). Then click OK.
to save your work.

GET THE CSS (ADVANCED USERS)
Enter this in the print medium in the stylesheet:
MadCap|xref.IndexPageNumber
{
color: #bed230;
}
2. Now you just need to make sure you go through the steps to create a generated index in print
output. See "Indexes" on page 100.
3. Click

to save your work.

For more information about cross-references and editing them, see the online Help.
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CHAPTER 4

Drop-Downs
Creating drop-downs is quite easy in Flare. It's just a matter of selecting the content that you want
to be in the drop-down (both the header and the content below) and clicking a button. In this template, we used styles to make some adjustments to the look of drop-downs.
This chapter discusses the following:
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First-Level Drop-Downs

59

Second-Level Drop-Downs
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Drop-Down Styles for Print

69

Applying Drop-Down Styles
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Style Properties
Here are some of the main properties that we adjusted for our styles:
n

Border We added borders to the bottom of drop-downs to make it easier for the reader to distinguish one drop-down from another when there are many of them in row. We also created a
style class that displays the final drop-down in a series without a bottom border.
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n

Icons We associated custom icons with the drop-downs to distinguish first-level drop-downs
from second-level drop-downs. Furthermore, we used multiple icons to display the dropdowns when they are expanded and collapsed.

n

Hover Color We styled the drop-down hotspot so that it shows a different color when users
hover over it.
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First-Level Drop-Downs
We used the parent drop-down style for first-level drop-downs.

1. Do one of the following:

USE THE STYLESHEET EDITOR (BEGINNERS)
a. Open a stylesheet and select the following:
n

At the top of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the Medium drop-down and select
default (if it is not already open).
NOTE: The online output is going to use the default settings, so that's
where we're making our changes. For more information see the online
Help.
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n

In the local toolbar, make sure the first button displays
ton displays

n

. If the but-

instead, then click it.

In the upper-left corner of the editor, click in the drop-down field and select
.

n

Make sure Hide Inherited is not selected.

n

On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the MadCap|dropDown style.

n

From the Show drop-down list on the upper-right side of the editor, select
.

n

In the local toolbar, click

(if the properties are shown in grouped view). The but-

ton changes to
, and the view of the properties on the right changes from
groups to an alphabetical list.

b. On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
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n

margin-bottom Set it to 6px.

n

margin-top Set it to 6px.

n

mc-closed-image Click
. The Insert Image dialog opens. Find and select an
image you want to use. This is the image that is used when the drop-down is in a
closed (or collapsed) state. In our template, we selected an image called
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"DropDownClosed" that we stored in the Resources/Images subfolder of the Content Explorer.
n

mc-open-image Click
. The Insert Image dialog opens. Find and select an image
you want to use. This is the image that is used when the drop-down is in an open (or
expanded) state. In our template, we selected an image called "DropDownOpen"
that we stored in the Resources/Images subfolder of the Content Explorer.

c. Now you need to give the first-level drop-down a bottom border. On the left side of the
Stylesheet Editor, select the MadCap|dropDownBody style.

d. On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
n

border-bottom Set it to 1px #bed230 (you can choose another color besides
#bed230 if you want).

e. Next, let's account for the final drop-downs that we don't want to have borders. On the
left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the MadCap|dropDownBody style.
f. In the local toolbar, click Add Selector. The New Selector dialog opens.
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g. In the Class Name field, type a name for the new style class (we named ours "Final").

h. Click OK.
i. With that new style class selected, on the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
n

border-bottom Set it to 0.

j. And finally, you need to give a unique look to the drop-down link, including a different color
when users hover over it. On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the
MadCap|dropDownHotspot style.
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k. On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following properties:
n

color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type 404040 (or choose
another color if you want). Then click OK.

n

font-size Set it to 0.9em.

n

font-weight Select bold.

l. Now expand the MadCap|dropDownHotspot style. Then expand (Pseudo Classes) under
that, and select hover.

m. On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
n
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color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type BED230 (or choose
another color if you want). Then click OK.
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GET THE CSS (ADVANCED USERS)
Enter this in the default medium in the stylesheet (replacing the example images with your
own):
MadCap|dropDown
{
margin-bottom: 6px;
margin-top: 6px;
mc-closed-image: url('../Images/DropDownClosed.png');
mc-open-image: url('../Images/DropDownOpen.png');
}
MadCap|dropDownBody
{
border-bottom: solid 1px#bed230;
}
MadCap|dropDownBody.Final
{
border-bottom: 0;
}
MadCap|dropDownHotspot
{
color: #404040;
font-size: 0.9em;
font-weight: bold;
}
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MadCap|dropDownHotspot:hover
{
color: #bed230;
}
2. Click

to save your work.

Now that you've got your styles, you just need to apply them to the correct parts of the dropdown.
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Second-Level Drop-Downs
We created a style class to make second-level drop-downs indented.
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1. Do one of the following:

USE THE STYLESHEET EDITOR (BEGINNERS)
a. On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the MadCap|dropDown style.
b. In the local toolbar, click Add Selector. The New Selector dialog opens.
c. In the Class Name field, type a name for the new style class (we named ours "SecondLevel").

d. Click OK.
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e. On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
n

margin-left Set it to 10px.

n

mc-closed-image Click
. The Insert Image dialog opens. Find and select an
image you want to use. This is the image that is used when the drop-down is in a
closed (or collapsed) state. In our template, we selected an image called
"DropDownClosedSecondLevel" that we stored in the Resources/Images subfolder
of the Content Explorer.

n

mc-open-image Click
. The Insert Image dialog opens. Find and select an image
you want to use. This is the image that is used when the drop-down is in an open (or
expanded) state. In our template, we selected an image called "DropDownOpenSecondLevel" that we stored in the Resources/Images subfolder of the Content
Explorer.

You don't need to set anymore styles for the second-level, because the second level will
inherit all of the other settings from the parent (first-level) styles.

GET THE CSS (ADVANCED USERS)
Enter this in the default medium in the stylesheet (replacing the example images with your
own):
MadCap|dropDown.SecondLevel
{
margin-left: 10px;
mc-closed-image: url('../Images/DropDownClosedSecondLevel.png');
mc-open-image: url('../Images/DropDownOpenSecondLevel.png');
}
2. Click

to save your work.

Now that you've got your styles, you just need to apply them to the correct parts of the dropdown.
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Drop-Down Styles for Print
Drop-downs only function in online output. However, the content is still shown in print-based output.
Therefore, we made slight adjustments to the styles in the print medium to make them look the way
we want.
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1. Do one of the following:

USE THE STYLESHEET EDITOR (BEGINNERS)
a. In the stylesheet, select the following:
n

At the top of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the Medium drop-down and select print.
NOTE: The PDF output is going to use the print medium settings, so that's
where we're making a few changes for properties that we don't want to
inherit from the default medium.

n

On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the MadCap|dropDownBody style.

b. On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
n

margin-bottom Set it to none.

c. On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the MadCap|dropDownHead style.
d. On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
n

margin-top Set it to 16px.

e. On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the MadCap|dropDownHotspot style.
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f. On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
n

font-size Set it to 8pt.

NOTE: If you don't want the second-level drop-downs to be indented in PDF output,
you can change the margin-left property to 0.

GET THE CSS (ADVANCED USERS)
Enter this in the print medium in the stylesheet:
MadCap|dropDownBody
{
border-bottom: none;
}
MadCap|dropDownHead
{
margin-top: 16px;
}
MadCap|dropDownHotspot
{
font-size: 8pt;
}
2. Click

to save your work.

3. Now that you've got your styles, you just need to apply them to the correct parts of the dropdown.
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Applying Drop-Down Styles
1. Insert a drop-down effect:
a. Open the content file (e.g., topic, snippet).
b. In the XML Editor type and format the content that will become the drop-down hotspot
and the drop-down body.
c. Highlight all of the paragraphs that you want to be part of the drop-down effect, including
the first paragraph, which will contain the hotspot.
d. Select the Insert ribbon. In the Text section, select Drop-Down Text.
The selected content is converted to a drop-down effect, and it now has brackets around
it in the XML Editor (if markers are turned on). The hotspot has a blue down arrow to the
left of it.
2. If the tag block bars are not shown to the left of the content, click
editor.

at the bottom of the

3. Do the following to apply the appropriate styles to the different parts of a drop-down.

TO MAKE A SECOND-LEVEL DROP-DOWN
a. On the Home ribbon, click Style Window.

The Styles window pane opens on the right side of the interface.
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b. In the topic, click the MadCap:dropDown structure bar to the left of the drop-down effect
you created.

c. In the Styles window pane, select the class you created for the second level. In this template, our class is named "MadCap:dropDown.SecondLevel."

CHAPTER 4

73

TO REMOVE THE BOTTOM BORDER
In this template, you don't need to add the bottom border, because we've designed the styles
so that they will all initially have a bottom border when first inserted. Use the following steps
to remove the bottom border for the final drop-down in a sequence (e.g., the final first-level
drop-down or the final second-level drop-down in a row).
a. Right-click the MadCap:dropDownBody structure bar to the left of the drop-down effect.
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b. In the content menu, select Style Class. Then select the class you created to remove the
bottom border. In this template, our class is named "MadCap:dropDownBody.Final."
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The border is removed from the bottom of the drop-down.

4. Click

to save your work.

For more information about drop-downs and editing them, see the online Help.
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CHAPTER 5

Image Sizing and Positioning
There are multiple topics in this template that contain images. Sizing is always a major concern with
images, because you want them not only to be the right size, but also to look as good as possible. In
addition, some images in this template were positioned in such a way to let text flow to the right or
left of it. We also have a topic for print output where we've positioned an image with text flowing
around it on all sides.
In this template, we controlled the quality, size, and position of the images.
This chapter discusses the following:
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Max Height/Width and Thumbnails
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Positioning with Floats and Div Styles

93

Using Absolute Positioning on Images

98
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Image Types
If you look at the files in the Resources/Images subfolder in the Content Explorer, you'll see that we
used two different file types—PNG and EPS—for the various images in the project.
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We did this because we're creating both online and print-based outputs from the project. EPS files
are vector-based images, and they are used only in print-based outputs. Vector images comprise
geometric elements such as lines, points, and curves, based on mathematical equations. On the
other hand, PNG files are raster graphics, which are made up of pixels.
A vector image is ideal for print-based output because the clarity is maintained even when you
reduce the size of the graphic. They're especially good for logos. If you have a vector image in a
topic that is used for online output, that image is converted to another file type, such as PNG when
online output is generated.
PNG files can be used for either online or print outputs and often look better than other image file
types. We used PNG files for some of the larger images, as well as for elements that are intended
only for online output (e.g., drop-down icons).
For bullets, we modified our unordered list (ul) styles to point to EPS images for print and PNG files
for online. For more information about how we associated images with bulleted lists, see "Lists" on
page 136.
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Max Height/Width and Thumbnails
We wanted to control the height of some pictures, such as the check mark and red X images that
you see in tables. We also wanted to control the width of other images, such as the Flare image
inserted into multiple topics.

CHAPTER 5

80

In addition, for online output, we wanted some of the larger images to be shown as thumbnail
images that enlarge when clicked.
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To accomplish this, we created multiple image style classes and placed settings on them to control
the size or turn them into thumbnails.
1. Do one of the following:

USE THE STYLESHEET EDITOR (BEGINNERS)
a. Open a stylesheet and select the following:
n

At the top of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the Medium drop-down and select
default (if it is not already open).
NOTE: The online output is going to use the default settings, so that's
where we'll start making our changes. After that, we'll switch to the print
medium to make some adjustments that are important only for the PDF
output.

n

In the local toolbar, make sure the first button displays
ton displays

n

. If the but-

instead, then click it.

In the upper-left corner of the editor, click in the drop-down field and select
.

n

Make sure Hide Inherited is not selected.

n

On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the img style.

n

From the Show drop-down list on the upper-right side of the editor, select
.
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n

In the local toolbar, click

(if the properties are shown in grouped view). The but-

ton changes to
, and the view of the properties on the right changes from
groups to an alphabetical list.

b. In the local toolbar, click Add Selector The New Selector dialog opens.
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c. In the Class Name field, type a name for each new style class and click OK. In this template, we named our image style classes as follows:
n

CHAPTER 5

AbsolutePosition This style class is used on images that we want to separate from
the main flow of content and then drag to a specific location in a topic. Absolute
positioning can be used with both online and print-based output, but in this template we used it only in a topic that is reserved for PDF output. That's because we
positioned the image with text flowing all around it, and that particular setting is
supported only in print output. There is nothing very special about this style, except
that we applied padding to it so that text flowing around an image would not press
too tightly against it. Instead, there would be a bit of space between the edge of the
image and the text next to it.
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n

FiftyPercentThumbnail This style class is used on larger images that we want to be
shrunk (when necessary) to 50% of the body frame width in PDF output and to display as a thumbnail in online output.

n

Hyperlinked This style class is used for a few images in online output that contain
hyperlinks. The default look is one with a blue border for hyperlinked images, but we
wanted to remove that border so we created this class.
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n

OneHundredPercentThumbnail This style class is used on larger images that we
want to be shown at no more than 100% of the body frame width in PDF output and
to display as a thumbnail in online output.

n

ReduceButtonSize This style class is used on small "button-size" images that we
want to be shrunk (when necessary) to no more than 25 pixels high.
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n

SeventyFivePercent This style class is used on larger images that we want to be
shown at no more than 75% of the body frame width in PDF output.

These style classes are added in the stylesheet under the parent img style.

d. Select the Absolute Position class, and on the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the
following:
n
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padding Set it to 5px.
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e. Select the FiftyPercentThumbnail class, and on the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set
the following:
n

mc-thumbnail Set it to popup.

n

padding-bottom Set it to 0.

n

padding-left Set it to 10px.

n

padding-right Set it to 10px.

n

padding-top Set it to 10px.

f. Select the Hyperlinked class, and on the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
n

border-style Set it to none.

g. Select the OneHundredPercentThumbnail class, and on the right side of the Stylesheet
Editor, set the following:
n

mc-thumbnail Set it to popup.

n

padding-bottom Set it to 0.

n

padding-left Set it to 10px.

n

padding-right Set it to 10px.

n

padding-top Set it to 10px.

h. Select the ReduceButtonSize class, and on the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the
following:
n

max-height Set it to 25px.

i. Select the SeventyFivePercent class, and on the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set
the following:
n
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padding Set it to 10px.
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GET THE CSS (ADVANCED USERS)
Enter this in the default medium in the stylesheet:
img.AbsolutePosition
{
padding: 5px;
}
img.FiftyPercentThumbnail
{
mc-thumbnail: popup;
padding-bottom: 0;
padding-left: 10px;
padding-right: 10px;
padding-top: 10px;
}
img.Hyperlinked
{
border-style: none;
}
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img.OneHundredPercentThumbnail
{
mc-thumbnail: popup;
padding-bottom: 0;
padding-left: 10px;
padding-right: 10px;
padding-top: 10px;
}
img.ReduceButtonSize
{
max-height: 25px;
}
img.SeventyFivePercent
{
padding: 10px;
}
2. That takes care of the styles for the default medium. Now let's adjust some of the styles that
are important only for our PDF output. Do one of the following:

USE THE STYLESHEET EDITOR (BEGINNERS)
a. At the top of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the Medium drop-down and select print.
b. Select the FiftyPercentThumbnail class, and on the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set
the following:
n

max-width Set it to 50%.

c. Select the OneHundredPercentThumbnail class, and on the right side of the Stylesheet
Editor, set the following:
n
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max-width Set it to 100%.
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d. Select the SeventyFivePercent class, and on the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set
the following:
n

max-width Set it to 75%.

GET THE CSS (ADVANCED USERS)
Enter this in the print medium in the stylesheet:
img.FiftyPercentThumbnail
{
max-width: 50%;
}
img.OneHundredPercentThumbnail
{
max-width: 100%;
}
img.SeventyFivePercent
{
max-width: 75%;
}
3. Click

to save your work.

4. Now that you've got your styles, you just need to apply them to the appropriate images. For
example, let's say you have already inserted a large image into a topic and want it to show as
a thumbnail in online output and display at 50% of the body frame width in PDF output. In that
case, you can right-click the image and from the context menu select Style Class >
img.FiftyPercentThumbnail.
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Positioning with Floats and Div Styles
To position some images (and their figure captions in print output), we created div style classes and
placed float settings on them. A div tag essentially acts as a container, allowing us to place other
tags within it.

TIP: Placing images in <div> tags can be especially useful if you want to include other content in the container as well. For example, for print-based output, you can add text that
serves as a figure caption, with autonumbering applied to it. Because the figure caption is in
the <div> tag with the image, it travels with the image wherever it is positioned.
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1. Do one of the following:

USE THE STYLESHEET EDITOR (BEGINNERS)
a. Open a stylesheet and select the following:
n

At the top of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the Medium drop-down and select
default (if it is not already open).

n

In the local toolbar, make sure the first button displays
ton displays

n

. If the but-

instead, then click it.

In the upper-left corner of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the drop-down field and
select

.

n

Make sure Hide Inherited is not selected.

n

On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the div style.

n

From the Show drop-down list on the upper-right side of the editor, select
.

n

In the local toolbar, click

(if the properties are shown in grouped view). The but-

ton changes to
, and the view of the properties on the right changes from
groups to an alphabetical list.

b. In the local toolbar, click Add Selector.
c. In the Class Name field, type a name for the new style class and click OK. In this template, we created the following div style classes related to images:
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n

ImagesFloatLeft This style class is used on images that we want to be positioned
to the left of the main body text.

n

ImagesFloatRight This style class is used on images that we want to be positioned
to the right of the main body text.
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The two style classes are added in the stylesheet under the parent div style.

d. Select the ImageFloatLeft class, and on the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
n

clear Set it to both.

n

float Set it to left.

n

margin-right Set it to 10px.

n

padding Set it to 5px.

e. Select the ImageFloatRight class, and on the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the
following:
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n

clear Set it to both.

n

float Set it to right.

n

margin-left Set it to 10px.

n

padding Set it to 5px.
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GET THE CSS (ADVANCED USERS)
Enter this in the default medium in the stylesheet:
div.ImagesFloatLeft
{
clear: both;
float: left;
margin-right: 10px;
padding: 5px;
}
div.ImagesFloatRight
{
clear: both;
float: right;
margin-left: 10px;
padding: 5px;
}
2. Click

to save your work.

3. Now that you've got your styles, you just need to apply them to the appropriate images. For
example, let's say you've inserted an image that you want to float to the left, so that the main
topic text floats to the right. To accomplish this, do the following:
a. Click in the middle of the inserted image to select it.
b. Press Tab on your keyboard.
c. In the Create Group dialog, select div.ImagesFloatLeft.
d. Click OK.
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Using Absolute Positioning on Images
As mentioned previously, we created one image style class with padding all around it, with the intention of using it with absolute positioning. You can use absolute positioning on more than just images;
therefore, you can put an image within a <div> tag, along with a figure caption, and position the
entire div with absolute positioning. However, in this template, we just applied absolute positioning
to a single image.
In the XML Editor, you need to be in Print Layout mode (as opposed to Web Layout mode) in order to
see the full effect of what we did.
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1. Open a topic, and in the local toolbar of the XML Editor, make sure you are in Print Layout
mode (i.e., you should see "Layout (Print)").
2. Insert an image, and apply the style you created for it. In this template, we applied the img.AbsolutePosition style class to it, so that the image would have padding around it.
3. Right-click on the image, and from the context menu, select Text Wrap > Square.
NOTE: You can also select one of the other options, but this is the one that lets you
wrap text all the way around the image.

NOTE: If you use the "Square" wrap option and the topic will be included in online output as well as print output, the element will not display in the online output where you
positioned it, with text flowing all around it. Instead, it will be displayed to the left of
the content.
4. Click in the middle of the element, then drag and drop it.
NOTE: You may also consider resizing the image to make it fit where you want it.

5. Click

to save your work.

For more information about images, as well as sizing and positioning them, see the online Help.
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CHAPTER 6

Indexes
We included indexes in both the online and print-based outputs in this template. Inserting index
keywords is the same process, regardless of the type of output. However, there are differences
when it comes to telling Flare how to include an index in the output, as well as determining how the
index should look.
In this template, we made adjustments to the skin, CSS styles, and page layouts.
This chapter discusses the following:
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CSS Styles

121

Page Layouts
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Skin
For online output, we used a skin to tell Flare to include an index and to design it.
1. In the Project Organizer, open an HTML5 Tripane skin. (There are also Standard and Mobile
skins, as well as an HTML5 Top Navigation skin, but the online output in this template is
HTML5.Therefore, we used an HTML5 Tripane skin.)
2. On the General tab, place a check mark in the Index box.
3. Select the Styles tab.
4. Following are some of the main tasks you might perform to style the index pane and its content.
NOTE: We used responsive design in the skin. As a result, some style settings were
placed in the Web medium and were then inherited by the Tablet and Mobile mediums. For other elements where the Web design is different than the Tablet and
Mobile design, one group of settings was placed on the Web medium and a different
group of settings placed in the Tablet medium, which the Mobile medium then inherited. For more information see the online Help.
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TEXT COLOR—ACTIVE TAB

a. At the top of the HTML5 Skin Editor, make sure Web Medium is selected.
b. On the left side of the tab, under the Navigation section, expand Navigation Tab (active).
You'll notice there are children classes under this style for the different kind of tabs,
including Index. However, because we wanted all of the tabs to use the same color when
the tab is active, we set the color on the parent style instead of on each child style.
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c. Expand the Font node.
d. In the Color field, enter #bed230. This happens to be the hexadecimal number for the
shade of green we want to use. You can also click one of the buttons to the right of the
field to select a color.

CHAPTER 6

103

TEXT COLOR—INACTIVE TAB

a. At the top of the HTML5 Skin Editor, make sure Web Medium is selected.
b. On the left side of the tab, under the Navigation section, expand Navigation Tab
(inactive).
c. Expand the Font node.
d. In the Color field, enter #818182. You can also click one of the buttons to the right of the
field to select a color.
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ICON FOR WEB MEDIUM—ACTIVE TAB

a. At the top of the HTML5 Skin Editor, make sure Web Medium is selected.
b. On the left side of the tab, under the Navigation section, expand Navigation Tab (active).
c. Expand the Index child style node.
d. Expand the Icon node.
e. Click in the button to the right of the Icon field.
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f. In the dialog that opens, either select an image from the list or click
image outside of the project.

and select an

NOTE: The PNG image used in our skin is 14X14 pixels.
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ICON FOR WEB MEDIUM—INACTIVE TAB

a. At the top of the HTML5 Skin Editor, make sure Web Medium is selected.
b. On the left side of the tab, under the Navigation section, expand Navigation Tab
(inactive).
c. Expand the Index child style node.
d. Expand the Icon node.
e. Click in the button to the right of the Icon field.
f. In the dialog that opens, either select an image from the list or click
image outside of the project.

and select an

NOTE: The PNG image used in our skin is 14X14 pixels.
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ICON FOR TABLET AND MOBILE MEDIUM—ACTIVE TAB

a. At the top of the HTML5 Skin Editor, make sure Tablet Medium is selected. (The Mobile
medium will inherit the settings from the Tablet medium.)
b. On the left side of the tab, under the Navigation section, expand Navigation Tab (active).
c. Expand the Index child style node.
d. Expand the Icon node.
e. Click in the button to the right of the Icon field.
f. In the dialog that opens, either select an image from the list or click
image outside of the project.

and select an

NOTE: The PNG image used in our skin is 18X18 pixels.
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ICON FOR TABLET AND MOBILE MEDIUM—INACTIVE TAB

a. At the top of the HTML5 Skin Editor, make sure Tablet Medium is selected.
b. On the left side of the tab, under the Navigation section, expand Navigation Tab
(inactive).
c. Expand the Index child style node.
d. Expand the Icon node.
e. Click in the button to the right of the Icon field.
f. In the dialog that opens, either select an image from the list or click
image outside of the project.

and select an

NOTE: The PNG image used in our skin is 18X18 pixels.
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SEARCH BAR FOR WEB MEDIUM

In our template, we just used the default settings. But if you want to make changes or disable
the search bar, do the following:
a. At the top of the HTML5 Skin Editor, make sure Web Medium is selected.
b. On the left side of the tab, under the Navigation section, expand Navigation Panel Search
Bar.
c. If you want to make changes, you can do so under any of the following nodes: Background, Border, Font, Padding.
d. Expand the Index child style node.
e. If you want to disable the search bar, expand the Layout node. Then click the Display
drop-down field and select none.
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SEARCH BAR FOR TABLET AND MOBILE MEDIUM

In outputs using the Tablet or Mobile medium, the same search bar is used for general content, the index, and the glossary.
In our template, we just used the default settings. But if you want to make changes or disable
the search bar, do the following:
a. At the top of the HTML5 Skin Editor, make sure Tablet Medium is selected.
b. On the left side of the tab, under the Header section, expand Search Bar.
c. If you want to make changes, you can do so under any of the following nodes: Height,
Border, Box Shadow.
d. If you want to disable the search bar, expand the Layout node. Then click the Display
drop-down field and select none.
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TAB BACKGROUND—ACTIVE TAB

a. At the top of the HTML5 Skin Editor, make sure Web Medium is selected.
b. On the left side of the tab, under the Navigation section, expand Navigation Tab (active).
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c. Expand the Background node.
You can change any of the following to affect the background:
n

Gradient This lets you change the background color using a progression effect.
Select the beginning gradient color in the first field, and then select a second gradient color in the second field. You can use any of the following to enter or select a
color.
You can type a hexadecimal number (e.g., #000000) directly in this
field. Alternatively, you can click the down arrow and choose a color
or make the background transparent.
This opens the Color Picker dialog, which lets you choose a color in
many ways.
Adds a small bar above the cursor. As you move the cursor over any
area of your computer screen, the color changes in the bar to reflect
the color that is directly behind the tip of the cursor. When you click,
that color is automatically loaded into the Color Picker dialog.

n

Color This lets you select a single color.

n

Image This lets you select an image for the background. Click
to select an image file.

n

Repeat Use this field to tell Flare whether the image should repeat or not.

and use the dialog

NOTE: The Image field has the highest precedence, which means that if you
enter settings in all of the Background fields, the image will win. Gradient has the
next highest precedence. If you want to use the Color field, you need to make
sure the Gradient fields are set to transparent and that there is no image selected.
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TAB BACKGROUND—INACTIVE TAB

a. At the top of the HTML5 Skin Editor, make sure Web Medium is selected.
b. On the left side of the tab, under the Navigation section, expand Navigation Tab
(inactive).
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c. Expand the Background node.
You can change any of the following to affect the background:
n

Gradient This lets you change the background color using a progression effect.
Select the beginning gradient color in the first field, and then select a second gradient color in the second field. You can use any of the following to enter or select a
color.
You can type a hexadecimal number (e.g., #000000) directly in this
field. Alternatively, you can click the down arrow and choose a color
or make the background transparent.
This opens the Color Picker dialog, which lets you choose a color in
many ways.
Adds a small bar above the cursor. As you move the cursor over any
area of your computer screen, the color changes in the bar to reflect
the color that is directly behind the tip of the cursor. When you click,
that color is automatically loaded into the Color Picker dialog.

n

Color This lets you select a single color.

n

Image This lets you select an image for the background. Click
to select an image file.

n

Repeat Use this field to tell Flare whether the image should repeat or not.

and use the dialog

NOTE: The Image field has the highest precedence, which means that if you
enter settings in all of the Background fields, the image will win. Gradient has the
next highest precedence. If you want to use the Color field, you need to make
sure the Gradient fields are set to transparent and that there is no image selected.
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PANE BACKGROUND

a. At the top of the HTML5 Skin Editor, make sure Web Medium is selected.
b. On the left side of the tab, under the Navigation section, expand Navigation Panel. You'll
notice there are children classes under this style for the different kind of tabs, including
Index. However, because we wanted all of the tabs to use the same pane color when the
tab is active we set the color on the parent style instead of on each child style.
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c. Expand the Background node.
You can change any of the following to affect the background:
n

Gradient This lets you change the background color using a progression effect.
Select the beginning gradient color in the first field, and then select a second gradient color in the second field. You can use any of the following to enter or select a
color.
You can type a hexadecimal number (e.g., #000000) directly in this
field. Alternatively, you can click the down arrow and choose a color
or make the background transparent.
This opens the Color Picker dialog, which lets you choose a color in
many ways.
Adds a small bar above the cursor. As you move the cursor over any
area of your computer screen, the color changes in the bar to reflect
the color that is directly behind the tip of the cursor. When you click,
that color is automatically loaded into the Color Picker dialog.

n

Color This lets you select a single color.

n

Image This lets you select an image for the background. Click
to select an image file.

n

Repeat Use this field to tell Flare whether the image should repeat or not.

and use the dialog

NOTE: The Image field has the highest precedence, which means that if you
enter settings in all of the Background fields, the image will win. Gradient has the
next highest precedence. If you want to use the Color field, you need to make
sure the Gradient fields are set to transparent and that there is no image selected.
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INDEX KEYWORD ITEMS
As for the actual index keyword items in the Index pane, we adjusted the text and sometimes
the background, depending on its state—normal, hover, selected.
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a. At the top of the HTML5 Skin Editor, make sure Web Medium is selected.
b. On the left side of the tab, under the Navigation section, expand Navigation Panel Item.
This lets us specify a style for keyword items when they are in their normal state.
c. Expand the Font node.
d. In the Color field, enter or select a color for the text. In our case, the background is dark
for the item, so we used #e1e1e1 (the color's hex number) because it is a very light gray.
e. On the left side of the tab, under the Navigation section, expand Navigation Panel Item
(hover). This lets us specify a style for keyword items when they are in their hover state.
f. Expand the Font node.
g. In the Color field, enter or select a color for the text. In our case, the background is dark
for the item, so we used #e1e1e1.
h. Expand the Background node.
i. Select a color or image for the background. In our case, we clicked in the Color field and
used #6c6c6c. We left the Gradient fields set to transparent, and we did not set the
Image field so that the Color field would not be overwritten.
j. On the left side of the tab, under the Navigation section, expand Navigation Panel Item
(selected). This lets us specify a style for keyword items when they are in their selected
state.
k. Expand the Font node.
l. In the Color field, enter or select a color for the text. In our case, the background will be
light for the item, so we used #1a1919 because it is a dark gray.
m. Expand the Background node.
n. Select a color or image for the background. In our case, we clicked in the Color field and
used #bebebe. We left the Gradient fields set to transparent, and we did not set the
Image field so that the Color field would not be overwritten.
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EXPAND/COLLAPSE ICONS
For index items that have subkeywords, we specified that a triangle icon should be placed
next to them. And when those keywords are expanded in the Index pane, we specified that a
different icon should be used.

a. At the top of the HTML5 Skin Editor, make sure Web Medium is selected.
b. On the left side of the tab, under the Navigation section, expand Navigation Panel.
c. Expand the Index node.
d. Expand the Icons node.
e. Click the button next to the Expanded Icon field and select an image to use for multi-level
items when they are in their expanded state.
f. Click the button next to the Collapsed Icon field and select an image to use for multi-level
items when they are in their collapsed state.
5. Click

CHAPTER 6

to save your work.

120

CSS Styles
We used CSS styles to control the look of the following in PDF output: first page heading, alphabetical headings, index entries, cross-reference page numbers, and footers.
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1. Do one of the following:

USE THE STYLESHEET EDITOR (BEGINNERS)
a. Open a stylesheet and select the following:
n

At the top of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the Medium drop-down and select
default (if it is not already open). First, we'll create some style classes and then
switch to the print medium to set the styles for the PDF output.

n

In the local toolbar, make sure the first button displays
ton displays

n

. If the but-

instead, then click it.

In the upper-left of the editor, make sure the drop-down field is set to
.

n

Make sure Hide Inherited is not selected.

n

On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the p style.

n

From the Show drop-down list on the upper-right side of the editor, select
.

n

In the local toolbar, click

(if the properties are shown in grouped view). The but-

ton changes to
, and the view of the properties on the right changes from
groups to an alphabetical list.

b. In the local toolbar, click Add Selector The New Selector dialog opens.
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c. In the Class Name field, type a name for each new style class and click OK. In this template, we named our style classes as follows:
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n

IndexPrintHead This is a special style class that we used for the large heading in
the index.

n

FrameFooterText This is a special style class that we used for content in the footer
area of pages, especially page numbers.
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n

FrameFooterText2 This is a second special style class that we used for content in
the footer area of pages. It has a smaller font size than the other style class.

These style classes are added in the stylesheet under the parent p style.
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In addition to the above custom styles, we'll use the following styles that already exist:
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n

MadCap|indexProxy This style is used for the basic content and container holding
the generated index entries.

n

MadCap|xref.IndexPageNumber This style is used to change the look of the page
numbers shown after each index entry.
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n

p.IndexHeading This style is used to control the look of the alphabetical headings
above index entries.

d. At the top of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the Medium drop-down and select print. Some
of the existing styles already have settings in the default medium, but we want to overwrite some of those properties or add others in the print medium.
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e. On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, expand p and select the IndexPrintHead style
class.

On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
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n

color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type 3E3E3E (or choose
another color if you want). Then click OK.

n

font-family Set it to Century Gothic.

n

font-size Set it to 90pt.

n

letter-spacing Set it to -1px.

n

mc-heading-level Select 1.

n

page-break-before Select always.

n

text-align Select right.
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f. Under p, select the FrameFooterText class, and on the right side of the Stylesheet Editor,
set the following:
n

font-family Set it to Century Gothic.

n

font-size Set it to 24pt.

g. Under p, select the FrameFooterText2 class, and on the right side of the Stylesheet
Editor, set the following:
n

color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type 404040 (or choose
another color if you want). Then click OK.

n

font-family Set it to Century Gothic.

n

font-size Set it to 11pt.

h. Under p, select the IndexHeading class, and on the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set
the following:
n

font-size Set it to 11pt.

n

padding-top Set it to 16px.

n

text-align Set it to left.

i. On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, scroll up and select the MadCap|indexProxy
style. Then set the following:
n

border-top Set it to none.

n

color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type E1E1E1 (or choose
another color if you want). Then click OK.

j. On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, expand MadCap|xref and select the
IndexPageNumber style class under it. Then set the following:
n
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color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type BED230 (or choose
another color if you want). Then click OK.
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GET THE CSS (ADVANCED USERS)
Enter the following in the default medium in the stylesheet. (Even though these properties are
empty in the default medium, we're adding the styles because doing so allows us to select the
style in case we're working with the default medium set in the XML Editor.)
MadCap.indexProxy
{
}
MadCap.xref.IndexPageNumber
{
}
p.FrameFooterText
{
}
p.FrameFooterText2
{
}
p.IndexHeading
{
}
p.IndexPrintHead
{
}
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Enter this in the print medium in the stylesheet:
MadCap.indexProxy
{
border-top: none;
color: #E1E1E1;
}
MadCap.xref.IndexPageNumber
{
color: #BED230;
}
p.FrameFooterText
{
font-family: 'Century Gothic';
font-size: 24pt;
}
p.FrameFooterText2
{
color: #404040;
font-family: 'Century Gothic';
font-size: 11pt;
}
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p.IndexHeading
{
font-size: 11pt;
padding-top: 16px;
text-align: left;
}
p.IndexPrintHead
{
color: #3E3E3E;
font-family: 'Century Gothic';
font-size: 90pt;
letter-spacing: -1px;
mc-heading-level: 1;
page-break-before: always;
text-align: right;
}
2. Click
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3. Now you just need to apply the following styles to the appropriate content.
n

p.IndexPrintHead Apply this style to the main heading in the topic where the Index proxy
is inserted. In our template, this is the topic named "Index.htm" and located in the "Print
Only Topics" folder in the Content Explorer.
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n

p.FrameFooterText Apply this style to page layout footer frame content that you want to
have a larger font. In our template, we applied it to page number variables that we inserted into footer frames.
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n

p.FrameFooterText2 Apply this style to page layout footer frame content that you want
to have a smaller font. For example, in our template, we applied it to frame footer content
showing the word "INDEX" and the name of the PDF guide.

As far as the other styles are concerned, you do not need to apply them to anything because
they are used on auto-generated content.
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Page Layouts
For PDF output, we created a couple of page layouts—one for 7 X 9 manuals and the other for 8½ X
11 manuals. The page layouts allowed us to specify how the first, right, and left pages of the index
are formatted (e.g., where index content appears, multiple columns), and what footer content they
should include (e.g., text, images, page numbers).
For more information about indexes and editing them, see the online Help.
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CHAPTER 7

Lists
This template contains a topic named "Lists" that contains many different kinds of lists that you can
use or re-create in your own topics.
This chapter discusses the following:
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Types of Lists
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CSS Styles

140

Create Lists

147
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Types of Lists
Here are the kinds of lists found in our template:
n

Simple Numbered List

n

Simple Bulleted List

n

Lists With Paragraphs Between Items
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n

Multi-level Numbered List
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n

Multi-level Bulleted List

n

Multi-level List (Mixed)
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CSS Styles
In our template, we modified some styles to give each list a particular look. For bulleted lists, this
included associating the style with a custom bullet image.
1. Do one of the following:

USE THE STYLESHEET EDITOR (BEGINNERS)
a. Open a stylesheet and select the following:
n

At the top of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the Medium drop-down and select
default (if it is not already open).

n

In the local toolbar, make sure the first button displays
ton displays

n

. If the but-

instead, then click it.

In the upper-left of the editor, make sure the drop-down field is set to
.

n

Make sure Hide Inherited is not selected.

n

On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the ol style.

n

From the Show drop-down list on the upper-right side of the editor, select
.

n

In the local toolbar, click

(if the properties are shown in grouped view). The but-

ton changes to
, and the view of the properties on the right changes from
groups to an alphabetical list.
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NOTE: The Top Navigation Advanced template has two stylesheets. We modified the styles primarily in the one called "MainStyles.css," which is used for most
of the topics. If you plan to use lists in the same way on the Home page topic,
which uses the other stylesheet, you can make the same changes there as well.
b. On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
n

list-style-image Select none. This prevents an numbered item from showing as a
bullet in a mixed list (i.e., one with both numbers and bullets).

c. Scroll down on the left side of the editor and select the ul style. Then on the right side of
the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
n
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list-style-image Click
. The Insert Image dialog opens. Find and select an image
you want to use. This is the image that is used for first-level bulleted list items. In
our template, we selected an image called "Bullet1.png" that we stored in the
Resources/Images subfolder of the Content Explorer.
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d. That takes care of our basic ordered (ol) and unordered (ul) lists. But we also want to tell
Flare what to do if there is a numbered or bulleted list at the second or even third level in
a multi-level list. On the left side of the editor, scroll all the way to the top and expand
(Complex Selectors). Then choose the ol ol selector.

This particular selector has to do with numbered lists at the second level. As soon as you
create a numbered list at the second level, the properties for this selector will automatically be applied to it. The same is true with ul ul, which has to do with bulleted lists at
the second level.
e. On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
n

list-style-type Select lower-alpha.

f. With the ol ol selector still highlighted on the left side of the editor, go to the local toolbar
and click Add Selector. The New Selector dialog opens.
g. Click Advanced Options to expand it.
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h. In the Advanced Selector field, place your cursor after the second ol, type a space, then
type a third ol.
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i. Click OK. That new selector is added in the stylesheet under ol ol.

j. With the ol ol ol selector highlighted, go to the right side of the Stylesheet Editor and set
the following:
n

list-style-type Select lower-roman.

k. Select the ul ul selector, and on the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
n

list-style-image Click
. The Insert Image dialog opens. Find and select an image
you want to use. This is the image that is used for second-level bulleted list items.
In our template, we selected an image called "Bullet2.png" that we stored in the
Resources/Images subfolder of the Content Explorer.
We could also create a complex selector called "ul ul ul" for third-level items in a bulleted list, but we won't do that in this tutorial.
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GET THE CSS (ADVANCED USERS)
Enter the following in the default medium in the stylesheet. (The referenced images are ones
we have already added to the Resources folder in the Content Explorer. You can replace
these with your own images.)
ol
{
list-style-image: none;
}
ol ol
{
list-style-type: lower-alpha;
}
ol ol ol
{
list-style-type: lower-roman;
}
ul
{
list-style-image: url('../Images/Bullet1.png');
}
ul ul
{
list-style-image: url('../Images/Bullet2.png');
}
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NOTE: The Top Navigation Advanced template has two stylesheets. We modified the
styles primarily in the one called "MainStyles.css," which is used for most of the topics. If you plan to use lists in the same way on the Home page topic, which uses the
other stylesheet, you can make the same changes there as well.

NOTE: For the ol style, we set the list-style-image to "none" because it helps to prevent numbers from being shown mistakenly as bullets in mixed lists.

2. Click
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Create Lists
Now that the styles are modified, we can create our lists. We do not need to apply styles manually,
because the styles are based on the list levels, so they are applied automatically.
1. Place your cursor in the document where you want to insert a list. Then do the following,
depending on the type of list:

SIMPLE NUMBERED LIST
a. Select the Home ribbon. In the Paragraph section click the down arrow next to the list button

and select Numbered List.

b. After providing the content for a list item, press Enter. Then enter the next list item text,
and so on. To exist the list format, press Enter again on a blank list item.

SIMPLE BULLETED LIST
a. Select the Home ribbon. In the Paragraph section click the face of the list button
Alternatively, you can select the down arrow next to it and select Bullet List.

.

b. After providing the content for a list item, press Enter. Then enter the next list item text,
and so on. To exit the list format, press Enter again on a blank list item.

LIST WITH PARAGRAPHS BETWEEN ITEMS
a. Follow any of the steps in this topic for creating a particular kind of list.
b. Click in the list where you want to add a paragraph item. For example, if you want to add
a comment between steps 2 and 3, place your cursor at the very end of step 2.
c. Select the Home ribbon. In the Paragraph section click the down arrow next to the List
Actions button

.

d. Select Make Paragraph Item(s). A <p> tag is added after the <li> tag.
e. To add lines without a number or bullet, simply press Enter on your keyboard and type
your content.
f. To continue the numbering or the bullets, click the paragraph item icon
simply starts another <li> tag.
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MULTI-LEVEL NUMBERED LIST
To replicate the same multi-level numbered list that you see in the template, do the following:
a. Select the Home ribbon. In the Paragraph section click the down arrow next to the list button

and select Numbered List.

b. Provide text for the first list item and press Enter. Then enter text for the second list item
and press Enter.
c. Press Tab on your keyboard. It should look something like this now:

d. Provide text for the first list item and press Enter. Then enter text for the second list item
and press Enter.
e. Press Tab on your keyboard. It should look something like this now:

f. Provide text for the first list item and press Enter. Then enter text for the second list item
and press Enter.
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g. In the Home ribbon, click

. It should look something like this now:

h. Click the yellow arrow button. It should look something like this now:

i. In the Home ribbon, click

.

j. Click the yellow arrow button.

CHAPTER 7

149

k. Provide text for the final list item. It should look something like this now:

MULTI-LEVEL BULLETED LIST
To replicate the same multi-level bulleted list that you see in the template, do the following:
a. Select the Home ribbon. In the Paragraph section click the face of the list button
Alternatively, you can select the down arrow next to it and select Bullet List.

.

b. Provide text for the first list item and press Enter.
c. Repeat the first two steps two more times so that you have three bullet items and a blank
bullet item at the end.
NOTE: In our template, we also selected some text at the beginning of each list
item and applied a span style class to display the text in a green font matching
the bullet image.
d. Press Tab on your keyboard. It should look something like this now:
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e. Provide text for the first list item and press Enter. Then enter text for the second list item
and press Enter.
f. In the Home ribbon, click

. It should look something like this now:

g. Click the yellow arrow button. It should look something like this now:

CHAPTER 7

151

h. Repeat the steps above to add two more first-level items, followed by two more secondlevel items, and finally two more first-level items. It should look something like this now:

i. Repeat the previous two steps for the other second-level list. When you are finished, it
should look something like this:
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MULTI-LEVEL LIST (MIXED)
To replicate the same multi-level list (mixed) that you see in the template, do the following:
a. Select the Home ribbon. In the Paragraph section click the down arrow next to the list button

and select Numbered List.

b. Provide text for the list item and press Enter.
c. Press Tab on your keyboard. It should look something like this now:

d. Provide text for the list item and press Enter. Then enter text for the next list item and
press Enter.
e. In the Home ribbon, click

. It should look something like this now:

f. Click the yellow arrow button. It should look something like this now:

g. Provide text for the list item and press Enter.
h. Press Tab on your keyboard.

CHAPTER 7

153

i. Provide text for the list item and press Enter. Then enter text for the next list item and
press Enter.
j. Press Tab on your keyboard. It should look something like this now:

k. Provide text for the list item and press Enter. Then enter text for the next list item and
press Enter.
l. In the Home ribbon, click

.

m. Click the yellow arrow button.
n. Provide text for the list item and press Enter.
o. In the Home ribbon, click

.

p. Click the yellow arrow button.
q. Provide text for the final list item. It should look something like this now:
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r. Make sure the structure bars are turned on. Right-click the ol structure bar that represents the third-level list.

s. From the context menu, select Type > Bullet List.
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The list should look something like this:

2. Click

to save your work.

For more information about lists, see the online Help.
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CHAPTER 8

Mini-TOCs
Flare lets you create mini-TOCs for both online and print-based output. In this template, we used a
mini-TOC, but only for our PDF output. We used it on the first page of chapters to let readers know
the sections contained in the following pages. To make the mini-TOCs look and act the way we
wanted, we performed a handful of short tasks.
This chapter discusses the following:
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Creating a Snippet
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Inserting the Snippet

161

Putting a Condition Tag on the Snippet

162

Styling the Mini-TOC

165

Using TOC Depth for Heading Levels

170
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Creating a Snippet
We created a snippet because we wanted the same introductory text to always precede the miniTOC. After the text, we inserted a mini-TOC proxy, setting its depth level to 2. The proxy is what actually produces the generated mini-TOC in the output.
Rather than typing this text and creating the mini-TOC proxy in each relevant topic, the easiest solution was to place both the text and mini-TOC in a snippet, then insert that snippet wherever needed.
1. (Optional) In the Content Explorer, create a subfolder under Resources and name it Snippets.
You can actually place your snippet anywhere you like in the Content Explorer, but
Resources\Snippets is the traditional location. You can also give the folder any other name
that you like.
2. Right-click on the Snippets folder and from the context menu select New > Snippet. The Add
File dialog opens.
3. In the File Name field at the bottom, give your new snippet a name. We called ours "MiniTOC."
4. Click Add. The snippet is created and opens in the XML Editor.
5. Replace the initial text in the editor with your own. In our snippet, we added the following text:
"This chapter discusses the following. (This snippet is conditioned for PDF output)."
You can also delete the text so that the snippet doesn't contain any at all.
6. Press Enter to create an empty paragraph.
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7. Select the Insert ribbon. On the far right side in the Proxy section, select Proxy > Insert MiniToc Proxy.

The MiniToc Proxy dialog opens.
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8. In the TOC Depth field, select the number of heading levels you want to include in the generated mini-TOC. In our template, we set this to 2, with the intention that only h2 headings
would show up in the mini-TOC.

9. Click OK. The proxy is added to the snippet. You should see a gray bar representing the proxy.
If you don't see it, chances are you need to turn on your markers from the Show Tags
drop-down in the local toolbar of the XML Editor.

10. Click
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to save your work.
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Inserting the Snippet
With our snippet completed, we inserted it in the topics that would serve as the first page of
chapters in the PDF output.
1. Open a topic that will serve as the beginning of a chapter.
2. Place your cursor where you want to insert the snippet.
3. Press CTRL+R on your keyboard. The Insert Snippet Link dialog opens.
4. Locate and select your new snippet, then click OK.

The snippet is added to the topic.
5. Click
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to save your work.
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Putting a Condition Tag on the Snippet
Because this template project is designed to produce both online and print-based output, we put a
condition on the snippets wherever we inserted them so that they would not accidentally show up in
the online output.
1. Make sure you've created a condition tag so that you can easily include the snippet in your
print output but exclude it from your online output.
2. In the topic, right-click on the snippet and from the context menu select Conditions.

The Condition Tags dialog opens, with the first condition tag set selected and the associated
condition tags shown on the right.
3. If you want to see condition tags for a different condition tag set, select it. In our template, we
selected a condition tag set that we named "General."

CHAPTER 8

162

4. For each condition tag that you want to apply to the block of content, click the check box next
to the tag. A check mark appears in the box. In our template, we selected a condition that we
named "PDF."
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5. Click OK. The condition is applied to the snippet in the topic.

6. Click

to save your work.

NOTE: You can also place a "print only" condition on the snippet file itself in the Content
Explorer (like we did in the template), but placing a condition on the snippet where it is inserted will accomplish the same thing.

NOTE: To ensure the correct content is included in or excluded from your target, you need
to associate conditions with the target. In the PDF targets in our template, we told Flare to
include content that has the "PDF" condition but to exclude content that has the "Online"
condition.
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Styling the Mini-TOC
We used our stylesheet to adjust how the mini-TOC would look. This included setting margins and
padding, as well as making the text very light since it would appear on a dark background.
1. Do one of the following:

USE THE STYLESHEET EDITOR (BEGINNERS)
a. Open a stylesheet and select the following:
n

At the top of the Stylesheet Editor, click in the Medium drop-down and select print.
NOTE: The PDF output is going to use the print medium settings, so that's
where we're making our changes.

n

In the local toolbar, make sure the first button displays
ton displays

n

. If the but-

instead, then click it.

In the upper-left of the editor, make sure the drop-down field is set to
.

n

Make sure Hide Inherited is not selected.

n

On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, select the MadCap|miniTocProxy style.

n

From the Show drop-down list on the upper-right side of the editor, select
.

n

In the local toolbar, click

(if the properties are shown in grouped view). The but-

ton changes to
, and the view of the properties on the right changes from
groups to an alphabetical list.
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b. On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
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n

border-top Set it to 0.

n

margin-left Set it to 0.25in.

n

margin-right Set it to 0.25in.

n

padding-left Set it to 0.
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c. On the left side of the Stylesheet Editor, expand the p style and select the MiniTOC1 style
under it.
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NOTE: When we created and inserted the proxy in our snippet, we told Flare to
include a depth level of 2 in the mini-TOC proxy, with the intention of showing
only h2 headings. Even though this style has the number 1, it refers to whatever
content is included at the first level of the mini-TOC. In our case, that would be
the h2 headings. If we had told Flare to include up to level 4, we could use the
p.MiniTOC2 style to design a look for h3 headings, and we could use p.MiniTOC3
to design a look for h4 headings in the mini-TOC.
d. On the right side of the Stylesheet Editor, set the following:
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n

color Click
, and in the dialog click in the # field and type E1E1E1 (or choose
another color if you want). Then click OK.

n

font-size Set it to 9pt.

n

font-weight Set it to normal.
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GET THE CSS (ADVANCED USERS)
Enter this in the print medium in the stylesheet:
MadCap|miniTocProxy
{
border-top: 0;
margin-left: 0.25in;
margin-right: 0.25in;
padding-left: 0;
}
p.MiniTOC1
{
color: #e1e1e1;
font-size: 9pt;
font-weight: normal;
}

NOTE: When we created and inserted the proxy in our snippet, we told Flare to
include a depth level of 2 in the mini-TOC proxy, with the intention of showing only h2
headings. Even though this style has the number 1, it refers to whatever content is
included at the first level of the mini-TOC. In our case, that would be the h2 headings.
If we had told Flare to include up to level 4, we could use the p.MiniTOC2 style to
design a look for h3 headings, and we could use p.MiniTOC3 to design a look for h4
headings in the mini-TOC.

2. Click
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to save your work.
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Using TOC Depth for Heading Levels
This is actually an optional step, but we set this option in our PDF targets so that Flare would automatically adjust the heading levels in the output, based on the outline TOC structure. This means
that Flare automatically converts heading content (h1, h2, h3, etc.) to the appropriate level in the
output. For example, we might have a topic that starts out with an h1 heading. But in the outline
TOC, this topic is within not just one book, but within a second-level book as well; in other words, it's
at the third level in the outline TOC. That means Flare will convert the h1 to an h3 when the PDF is
generated. Setting this option in the Target Editor is easier than trying to figure it all out ahead of
time and manually applying the correct heading styles throughout the project. This affects the miniTOC because we've told Flare to limit its content to a depth level of 2. This means that Flare will look
for headings that have an h2 in the chapter and include them in the mini-TOC, but it will exclude
headings that are at a level of h3 or deeper.
1. Open the PDF target.
2. In the Target Editor, select the Advanced tab.
Page break
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3. In the Generated TOC section, select Use TOC depth for heading levels.

4. Click

to save your work.

For more information about mini-TOCs, snippets, conditions, styles, and the heading levels for a print
TOC, see the online Help.
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APPENDIX

PDFs
The following PDFs are available for download from the online Help.
TUTORIALS

Getting Started Tutorial
Product Foldout Tutorial
Side Navigation Tutorial
Top Navigation Tutorial
Tripane and PDF Tutorial
USER GUIDES

Accessibility Guide

Getting Started Guide

Analysis and Reports Guide

Global Project Linking Guide

Architecture Guide

HTML Help Guide

Autonumbers Guide

HTML5 Guide

Condition Tags Guide

Images Guide

Context-sensitive Help Guide

Importing Guide

DotNet Help Guide

Index Guide

Eclipse Help Guide

Key Features Guide
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Language Support Guide

Source Control Guide: Git

MadCap Central Integration Guide

Source Control Guide: Perforce

Movies Guide

Source Control Guide: Subversion

Navigation Links Guide

Source Control Guide: Team Foundation Server

Plug-In API Guide

Styles Guide

Print-based Output Guide

Tables Guide

Project Creation Guide

Tables of Contents Guide

Pulse Guide

Targets Guide

QR Codes Guide

Templates Guide

Reports Guide

Topics Guide

Reviews & Contributions Guide

Touring the Workspace Guide

Search Guide

Transition From FrameMaker Guide

SharePoint Guide

Variables Guide

Skins Guide

WebHelp Outputs Guide

Snippets Guide

What's New Guide

CHEAT SHEETS

Folders and Files Cheat Sheet
Print Output Cheat Sheet
Shortcuts Cheat Sheet
Structure Bars Cheat Sheet
Styles Cheat Sheet
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